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Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. The Deputy Chair of Committees (Hon Liz Behjat) in the chair; 
Hon Donna Faragher, (Minister for Planning) in charge of the bill. 
Clause 1: Short title — 
Committee was interrupted after the clause had been partly considered. 
Hon KATE DOUST: Before we had a brief break prior to question time, we were talking about the 
bioprospecting bill and the fact that elements of that bill had not been entirely picked up by the 
Biodiversity Conservation Bill. The minister was telling the house that it has been rebadged as a biodiscovery 
bill that was to be handled by the Minister for Commerce. I just want the minister to confirm that. I also wonder 
whether the minister—if she is aware—would be able to give some sort of indication of whether the government 
still intends to introduce that bill into this house before the end of this term. 
Hon DONNA FARAGHER: With respect to the latter, I will leave that to the Minister for Commerce. As he is 
on urgent parliamentary business, I will let him know that the member asked that question. To confirm, we are 
effectively dealing with two separate pieces of legislation. There is the bioprospecting bill, which the member 
referred to prior to question time. It provides the capacity for the sharing arrangements between the state and 
a third party. What this bill provides is effectively complementary to the bioprospecting bill. This bill provides 
the access to and regulations for the licensing process. They are complementary bills, but they are two separate 
pieces of legislation. 
Hon KATE DOUST: Okay; thank you. On that basis, if we assume that this bill passes and elements of this bill 
assist in the bioprospecting area but not in its entirety, would it still need the biodiscovery bill to be introduced 
and passed to assist researchers, if members like, to be able to do what they need to do to get a licence and enter 
into that partnership arrangement? 
Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I do not want to go too far into a bill that is obviously not in my purview of 
responsibility, but, to assist the member in one aspect, I can say that there is already limited capacity under the 
Conservation and Land Management Act for biodiscovery to be undertaken on crown land—it is only for flora. 
This bill provides for both flora and fauna. But, again, the mechanism for bioprospecting to occur between the 
parties requires a separate piece of legislation, which is the responsibility of the Minister for Commerce. 
Hon KATE DOUST: I thank the minister for that clarification. It is disappointing that the 
Minister for Commerce has demonstrated yet again that he is not capable of getting legislation through that will 
assist in boosting our economy. But I will move on and raise those issues with him separately when he returns 
from his urgent parliamentary business next week. 
I will now deal with a series of questions that have been provided to me around clause 1. In the first question, 
I refer to the short title of the bill, the Biodiversity Conservation Act, and ask whether the minister can provide 
for us her understanding of the term “biodiversity conservation” as presented by the bill? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I refer the member to clause 5 “Terms used” — 

biodiversity conservation means conservation and protection of biodiversity and biodiversity 
components; 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: I also have some questions on the first clause, so I might get one question in before 
things get too far down the track. Much has been mentioned about consultation and I notice that some of the 
amendments before us are the minister’s amendments. I know there was some consultation and I wonder whether 
the minister’s amendments on the notice paper arose out of consultation that followed the introduction of the bill 
in the lower house and whether the minister wants to go into any detail about meetings that were held with 
interest groups. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I understand that once the legislation was tabled a number of briefings were held. 
I do not have a full list, but in a general sense obviously conservation groups, the Chamber of Minerals and 
Energy, the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council, Recfishwest and others were part of any briefings that 
the minister had. From my perspective, because I am not the minister, I would have to take on notice any 
question about whom the Minister for Environment met if the member wants to know specifically, but he would 
probably put a rider on that as there would no doubt be some people who sought to meet him specifically on this 
issue and others would have met with him on general matters, such as the Conservation Council, and would have 
talked to him on a range of matters but it would no doubt have been a topic of conversation. I am not speaking 
on the minister’s behalf, but I can only imagine that issues surrounding the Biodiversity Conservation Bill would 
have been brought up in a number of different discussions, not necessarily specifically as a result of this bill. 
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I am happy to take that on notice, but my answer might be a bit broad, if I can put it that way. With respect to 
a couple of amendments, I understand that once the bill was introduced, some specific concerns were raised by 
WAFIC and Recfishwest about fishing, and some amendments have been put forward as a result of further 
discussions and consultation in that regard. 

Hon KATE DOUST: Would the minister please explain to the chamber how the God clauses in part 3 of the bill 
that allow for species to be made extinct fit with the objects in the bill? 

Hon Donna Faragher: Does the member want to deal with that that now or when we get to the objects? 

Hon KATE DOUST: We can deal with that when we get to the objects; that is fine. 

Skipping ahead, the next question I have is: is there anything in the short title of the bill that indicates some 
species will not be covered under the bill? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: No. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: Another overarching matter with the bill is its relationship with other legislation 
that impacts on the environment. The minister mentioned the interests of WAFIC, for example, and that 
some of the amendments before us have to do with the Aquatic Resources Management Bill that is before 
this chamber. We have not dealt with it yet, but it is on the notice paper. I would like to understand more 
about how this bill works in relation to the Aquatic Resources Management Bill. I understand that fish that 
are subject to activities governed by the Aquatic Resources Management Bill will, by and large, be excluded 
from the purposes of this bill. It would be appreciated if the minister would detail how that distinction is 
made. 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I will do so really quickly, because we will probably deal with that again at 
clause 12, which refers to the application of this bill to aquatic matters and refers to the Fish Resources 
Management Act 1994 and the Pearling Act. That is not to say, if I can put it in general terms but come back to it 
when we deal with clause 12, if a fish is determined as a threatened species, that would still come under the 
ambit of this bill 

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, on motion by Hon Donna Faragher 
(Minister for Planning).  
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